
October 19, 2012

Dear Examination Board Members,

I would hereby like to apply for the specialisation Language and Communication
of the master Cognitive Neuroscience. The reason why I want to do this master
is quite simple: I want to understand the human brain. More specifically, I
want to know about languages and the brain. Language is such a complex
phenomenon, yet any five year old child has already mastered a big part of its
native tongue. In fact, any French five-year-old is probably better at speaking
French than I am, even if it’s not a very bright child. Languages and how
surprisingly easy we learn them have always fascinated me.

Until very recently I believed that if I wanted to study these things doing a
bachelor in Psychology was the only way. High school wasn’t challenging for
me, so I wanted to study something difficult rather than something that I found
interesting but thought would hold less challenge. This is why I decided to do a
bachelor in both Mathematics and Physics. By now I have found out that, yes,
it’s challenging, but I’m still good at it and I’m still one of the top students in
my field. However, my passion for languages and understanding the process of
learning got the better of me.

This is why I started a minor in Linguistics next to my master in High Energy
Physics this year. From the start I was so enthusiastic about the linguistics
courses1 that it got me thinking whether or not I had chosen the right master.
I started looking for a different master, ideally one where I would be able to
do more with linguistics and could still use my obtained skills in physics and
mathematics. My search first led me to the Donders Institute, since that is where
some of the psycholinguists in Nijmegen are based. Consequently, I stumbled
upon the Cognitive Neuroscience master and immediately fell in love with the
specialisation Language and Communication. I read the study guide and became
even more excited about it.

1I’m attending the courses psycholinguistics and native language acquisition from the Lin-
guistics bachelor at the Radboud University. I’m going to attend the second half of the
courses phonetics and introduction to language and communication and will study the first
half of these courses by myself from the course material.



It may be clear now: I have always been passionate about learning. Learning
things myself, be it at university or at my dancing classes, and teaching others.
This started in high school and continued at university. To learn new languages
or practice those I had learned at school I read books. I am now a ‘fluent’
reader in English, a children’s book reader in French and an average reader in
German. I also started studying Polish this year2, and will visit Poland this
Fall to practice my speaking skills there.

I would love to do research in the field of psycholinguistics. I am especially
interested in multilingualism and the way we store and access words (possibly
in different languages) in our brain. I hope to be able to continue with a PhD
position in psycholinguistics after this master’s programme. Taking all of this
into account, the master’s programme you offer is an excellent opportunity for
me to start my career.

With my background in physics and mathematics I have mastered an abstract
way of thinking and an analytical, problem-solving based mindset. This, to-
gether with my intellectual abillities, gives me confidence that I will be able to
master a field in which I do not have much prior education. I will have some
catching up to do on linguistics and cognitive psychology, but I like the challenge
of that and look forward to understanding more about this interesting field of
science.

In principle I am applying for the February starting date. Should I be admitted
to the programme, I will read the books on contemporary linguistics and cog-
nitive psychology adviced in the admission requirements for the specialisation
Language and Communication. However, should the examination board decree
my basic knowledge in cognitive psychology and linguistics to be insufficient, I
will gladly start in September instead and spend the rest of the academic year
taking bachelor courses in psychology and linguistics.

Thank you for considering my application. I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,
Elise Hopman

2I was a participant in the VILLA project, a research on language acquisition partly conducted
at the Radboud University.
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